Beginning Sounds

Checklist + activities

*Read me first!*

Alphabet camp!
Welcome to alphabet camp! Here is where kids will learn their letter
sounds through worksheets, hands-on activities and phonics games (online
games that I created specifically for this program).
In this unit you will find:
•

Videos that will show you creative, easy and fun ways to implement
new strategies/sounds/letters. Watch these before doing anything else.

•

A link to 26 Alphabet Online phonics games through a free platform
called BOOM Cards (I have a printout to show you how to access
these).

•

8 different resource worksheets that should be paired when kids are

•

An alphabet worksheet overview that explains what each resource is

learning their letters.
for, strategies that I like to use and how I use them! Remember, if you
have any questions, please don’t hesitate to email me anytime at :
kaley@leapingintolearning.com

•

****PRINTING TIPS**** - If the cover page looks bigger than
the rest of the pages , or if the pages look really small- go to
your printer setting and click “fit to page” and it should work!

How I like to teach sounds and why:
•

When teaching letters/sounds to kids, we want to
focus on making it fun and engaging! But how?! I’m
going to show you some fun pro tips!

•

When learning letters, kids do not need to know the
names of the letters, but should focus on learning the
sounds. For example, if a child is learning the letter
Aa , I would say “We are learning the sound aaaaa”. I
know this is a big mindset shift. Growing up and even
today, we hear so often “We’re learning the letter “d”.
This is confusing for kids because when kids start to
read, they won’t see the letter d, they will see the
sound d, which says “dddd”.

•

Mindset shift: We are going to make the shift from
saying
“What letter did you learn” à“ What sound did you learn”

•

If your child asks you what letter that is, put a lot of
focus on just the sound, until they really get a strong
base!

Order of how to learn the letters:
•

There are various ways to teach/learn the order of
letters.

•

You do whatever makes sense to you!

•

I love teaching the letters in a different way than the
traditional way of teaching from A-Z. Why?
•
Babies learn some sounds before others.
•
For example, the first sounds that a baby
might say are “p, b, d” .
•
I like to teach kids letter sounds in the
same order that they learn them as babies!
•
Interesting, right!?

•

Below you’ll find a checklist of letter sounds. Feel
free to use this checklist as your child learns the
letters. I have included both the traditional letter
sound checklist of learning letter sounds in the order
from A-Z and the other order of learning letter
sounds from how we learn them as babies.

•

As always, if you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to ask!!

Order on how to teach the letters sounds
Pick a letter and letter card
(lower case)

Pick any printable activity. Lots to
choose from!

Watch the letter sound video

Brainstorm words that start
with that letter

Play BOOM Cards

Pick words and write them in the letter dictionary.
Follow-up with putting a word in a sentence or two.

Hands-on Beginning Sound Games
Sorting upper and lower case letters.
Using magnetic letters (or any letters), kids sort into upper and lower
case. You could also do this with sorting vowels and consonants. So many
possibilities! In this picture, the kids sorted numbers and letters. This is
such an important step to help kids differentiate between the two!.

Brainstorming words:
When learning new sounds, it's so helpful to make a list with the child.
This can be on a simple white piece of paper! I always encourage kids to
draw a picture beside each word that they have written (or the adult has
written down). Repetition and visuals help store the sounds into their
long term memory.

Sound Hide and Seek:
Write a few letters down on a piece of paper. For kids who are just
doing this for the first time, pick 3-4 letters at the most. You will increase
the more you practice. Kids then go around the house/classroom and find
objects that start with these letters!
Name Letter search:
This is always a fan favourite! Write the child's name at the top (Capital for the
first letter and the rest lowercase). Then write all of their letters in their name
on a piece of paper. Have them circle each letter with a different colour. For
example, for the name "Harry", circle every 'H' blue, circle every 'a' pink, and so
on. You can also do this search for any sound that they just learned. So if they
just learned the sound "c" - write down a few different words that start with
"c" , and have them circle the words and say each word as they read them.
This is a more advanced activity, but kids do love it!
Sorting Letter sounds and Matching pictures:
Using the words from the "word wall" (can be found in the printable section),
pick a few sounds that kids have already learned. So if they know the sounds, b,
t, p, o, - pick these pictures out and place them on the floor/table/ground. Then
with sticky notes, write the letters on them. Go over each beginning sound first
and the beginning sounds of the pictures. For example, lay out the pictures of a ball, pumpkin, turtle. Then say" What sound does pumpkin start with? "P" . Then
mix up the words and have kids match the sounds and pictures!

Alphabet Worksheet overview:
Letter
Review:
Use these
worksheets
as kids learn
their letters.

What sound?
Kids circle the
first letter that
matches the
picture.

How to use it:
• Trace the letter.
• Colour the picture that starts with
that sound.
• Write the word.
• Circle the sound that the picture
starts with.

What might look different:
These worksheets follow the Reading
Made Easy pattern - teaching the
sounds/letters in the order of usage,
not the alphabet. See my checklist
below for the order of how I teach!
2 Versions

• There are 2 versions of these
Cut & Paste
Cut and paste the worksheets:
Version 1: Alphabetical order
pictures to the
Version 2: Reading Made Easy
corresponding
letters/sounds order
sounds/letters.

Dot the sounds

• Kids dot the letters that they’re focusing on and
then they colour in the pictures that correspond to
that sounds/letters.

Alphabet Worksheet overview:
Dictionary

How to use it:
• There are 3 versions included in this resource. Why? Because I
know that children are at all different levels so it can be used for
different ages. It is also great to use year after year.
• Using the Alphabet words (or just brainstorming) kids write words
that they’re learning the sounds of. They then draw a picture
beside each word. This is a very important step that helps kids
store the information into their long term memory.
• As a follow-up, kids use the words in context and draw a picture.
• Depending on each child’s letter, it’s okay to write for them and
slowly encourage them to write themselves.
• For new readers and writers, you can also write the words for
them, and the child writes over the word with a crayon or marker.
Alphabet words
• These are my go-to for all things writing!
• There are two versions- a long version with a summary of each
letter sound and another version with letter cards.
• Letter cards: You can cut these out (laminate if you want) and use
them with kids when learning new letter sounds.
• When I was in the classroom, I put them up on my word wall as
we learned the letters.
• Now being at home, I use these cards with the kids when they’re
writing in their dictionary or as a scavenger hunt, where they go
around the house looking for new words. You can also play go-fish
(card game) with them or a memory matching games (kids match
the words that start with the same letter).

Alphabet Handwriting
• This is great practice for letter formation!
• Refer to my video for the song I sing when I’m
teaching kids how to write.
• Please remind them, that we always start our letters
and go down from the top!
• Organization tip: Print this whole document at once
(double sided) and then put it in a binder or duotang.
This way you can keep it all organized in one place.

BOOM Cards
Digital Online Games
Check the section “Alphabet Online
Phonics Games” for all the details
on setting these up! It will take you
less than 5 minutes.
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Thank You for Respecting My Work.
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